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Message from Chairman’s Desk:

As UN is marking their 75th anniversary this year, they introduced Worldwide
Youth Dialogue and a quick one minute survey on the ignited global trend issues, and
due to the unprecedented global health crisis the dialogues went virtual.

We at, Wajra O' Force Empowerment Foundation ave grateful enough to be the
implementing partner of the United Nations to conduct the Youth Dialogues with the
responsible students of today's emerging world. We initiated 4 Youth Dialogues
virtually at different Educational institutions with a hope and objective to encourage
them to take actions against the trending global issues and vepresent their views and
expressions by raising their voices and generating new sustainable ideas in ovder to
curb these particular global trend issues.

We being an Empowerment Foundation and especially working for Women Rights,
Safety, Security and Empowerment - We majorly focused upon the Women related
global trend issues. Thus, we inculcate the topics - /nequality: Bridging The Divide &
Women and Girls: Closing The Gender Gap. Apart from that we also conducted a
Dialogue on Shadow Pandemic: Violence Against Women' as it is a severely
pertaining issue, but unfortunately it is globally under-addressed.

This Report of UN75 Youth Dialogue will definitely give insights of the Youth
towards the global trend issues. Additionally it also portrays the difficulties faced by
the youth while raising their voices or taking actions against these global trend
issues. Lastly, it will also represent the ideas and suggestion given by the youth to
curb these issues in a proactive manner.

Hopefully, these ideas and suggestions will lead the UN as well us towards a Better
World and the Future We Want by the year 2045, When the UN would be marking
its centenary year!

~ RUZAN KHAMBATTA

(Chairman,
Wajra O’ Force Empowerment Foundation)
8™ Floor, White House, Panchwati, Ahmedabad 380006, India

www.wajraoforce.com | info@wajraoforce.com



http://www.wajraoforce.com/

About UN75 Dialogue:

The UN marked its 75th anniversary at a time of great disruption for the world, compounded by an
unprecedented global health crisis with severe economic and social impacts. Will we emerge stronger and better
equipped to work together? Or will distrust and isolation grow further? 2020 was a year of dialogue, when we
come together to discuss our priorities as a human family, and how we can build a better future for all.

Covid-19 is a stark reminder of the need for cooperation across borders, sectors and generations. Our response
will determine how fast the world recovers, whether we achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, and how
well we handle pressing challenges: from the climate crisis to pandemics, inequalities, new forms of violence,
and rapid changes in technology and in our population.

But just when we need collective action more than ever, support for global cooperation has been flagging. In
many countries, public trust in traditional institutions is in decline and relations between countries have been
under strain. Will this pandemic bring the world closer together? Or will it lead to greater mistrust? Global
dialogue —and action — is now more urgent than ever.

In January 2020, the UN launched their global dialogue initiative, and discussions have taken place in all settings,
from classrooms to boardrooms, across the world. In order to reach as many people as possible, they built
partnerships with youth, civil society, business and media organizations, and created a one-minute survey that
was quick and easy to complete.

They always placed strong emphasis on online engagement, through virtual dialogues and social media, and had
apparently increased these efforts in light of Covid-19. They also worked with their partners to take planned
events into the digital space, and find innovative ways to engage audiences in line with WHO guidelines and
local health regulations.

In today’s world, it is vital that our voice is heard at this crucial time. Our views, concerns and ideas will be
presented to world leaders and senior UN officials at the official commemoration of the 75th Anniversary by the
UN General Assembly. Thereafter, groups around the world discussed how best to take forward the priorities
and proposals generated in the various meets and dialogues.

Each conversation was an opportunity to encourage individuals to take actions in their own lives in line with
what they have heard and learned. They could yield insights and evidences that national and international
organizations can apply. Findings also inspired new programmes, investments, partnerships and campaigns,
among other options. A global platform to illustrate key outcomes of discussions was being developed by the
UN75 team.

It was a very simple approach to be the part of the dialogue. It was just in three easy steps: step 1 - To take a
one-minute survey and share it widely: www.un75.online / step 2 — To register for the dialogue and host it / step
3 — Submit the feedback form noting the short notes and key-points raised in the dialogue.




Topics for UN75 Dialogue:

To help frame and inspire the dialogues the UN75 suggested Issue Briefs which outlined issues such as the
climate crisis, inequality, new forms of conflict and violence, and the rapid changes in demography and digital
technologies. These issues will all require effective cooperation across borders, sectors, and generations.

The United Nations wanted to gather diverse perspectives and creative ideas on what is needed to address
these emerging risks and opportunities. How can we collectively navigate the gap between the future we need
and where we are headed, if these mega-trends continue?

Thus, keeping that into consideration the UN suggested the Dialogue on the following 7 Issues:
1) The Impact of Digital Technologies.
2) A New Era of Conflict & Violence.

3) Inequality — Bridging The Divide.

5) Shifting Demographics.

6) Investing in Health for an Equitable Future.

)
)
)
4) The Climate Crisis — A Race We can Win.
)
)
)

7) Women & Girls — Closing The Gender Gap.
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Wajra O’ Force Empowerment Foundation'’s selected topics and their
brief:

After being inspired by the Issue Briefs that were suggested by the United Nations, we then accordingly framed
the UN75 Youth Dialogues which outlined issues such as Women - Safety, Security, Empowerment and Gender
Equality including the Socio-Economic factors.

To be precise, we clubbed the two topics altogether that were suggested by the UN. Those topics were —
i) Inequality: Bridging the Divide and, ii)) Women & Girls: Closing The Gender Gap.

Before discussing the concept behind the clubbing of these two topics. Let us get a brief overview about them:
Inequality — Bridging the Divide:

Today, wherever people live, they don’t have to look far to confront inequalities. Inequality in its various forms
is an issue that will define our time. Confronting inequalities has moved to the forefront of many global policy

debates as a consensus has emerged that all should enjoy equal access to opportunity. ‘Leave no one behind’
serves as the rallying cry of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Overall, since the 1990s total global inequality (inequality across all individuals in the world) declined for the first
time since the 1820s. Reinforcing this trend, we have mostly seen income inequality between countries decline.
Yet income inequality within countries has risen, this is the form of inequality people feel on a daily basis.

Inequalities are not only driven and measured by income, but are determined by other factors - gender, age,
origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, class, and religion. These factors determine inequalities of
opportunity which continue to persist, within and between countries. In some parts of the world, these divides
are becoming more pronounced. Meanwhile, gaps in newer areas, such as access to online and mobile
technologies, are emerging. The result is a complex mix of internal and external challenges that will continue to
grow over the next twenty-five years.

Women & Girls: Closing The Gender Gap:

Equality between men and women was a core tenet enshrined in the UN Charter in 1945. Yet, 75 years later,
women and girls live in a world of widespread gender inequality. Turning this around is a priority of the UN in
2020 which also marks the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action; the 20th
anniversary of Security Council resolution 1325 on Women, Peace, and Security; and the 5th anniversary of the
Sustainable Development Goals. The 2030 Agenda is clear: Gender equality and the empowerment of all women
and girls is a goal in itself (Sustainable Development Goal 5) as well as a catalyst for the achievement of all the
other goals. Ultimately, development will only be sustainable if its benefits accrue equally to both women and
men. The world has a decade left to turn this promise into action.

The past decades have seen important progress for women and girls. Overall, however, change has been uneven
and incremental. At the current rate of change, the global gender gap will not close for another 100 years. As
the Secretary-General warned, “change is coming at a pace that is too slow for the women and girls whose lives
depend on it”. Over the next 10 years, the global community must act with urgency and determination to
accelerate progress and achieve gender equality for all women and girls everywhere.




Why did we clubbed these two topics:

Well, we clubbed these two topics and named it as ‘Gender Inequality: Bridging the Divide’. Because, people all over the
world confront the inequalities in some or the other ways, whereas the women sector particularly faces several types of
inequalities in their day to day life then whether it is social, cultural, economical, professional or personal.

As we all know that, Inequalities are not only driven and measured by income, but also determined by other
factors like - gender, age, origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, class, and religion. These factors
determine inequalities of opportunity which continues to persist, all these factors affect both men and women,
but unfortunately this directly affects women more than that of men. Not only this but, women’s ability to make
decisions about marriage, divorce, and child custody, education; and to make choices about getting a job or
starting a business etc. is also been a great challenge or concern for the women sector. In addition to it, the gap
among men and women is also a vital problem as several countries still reside under an orthodox thinking or
patriarchal mindset.

Thus, researching on all the above aspects we decided to club these two topics altogether and form a new topic
for the dialogue and thus we introduced ‘Gender Inequality: Bridging the Divide’.

Apart from this topic for the Youth Dialogue we also undertook another topic for the dialogue, this again is a
global trend issue, but unfortunately underrated in terms of discussions and solutions to it. As Covid-19 emerged
as a Pandemic, it also gave rise to VAW/GBV/DV, this is the reason we named this topic for the dialogue as —

‘Shadow Pandemic: Violence Against Women’.

Violence against women or Gender Based Violence remains a human rights abuse on a massive scale. One in five
women globally has experienced sexual and/or physical violence at the hands of an intimate partner in the past
year. This year 2020, due to the outbreak of COVID-19 has been emerged as a global public health crisis and as
well as public health threats. The severely affected countries have adopted a number of preventive measures to
combat with this global public health threats such as lockdown, work from home, social distancing etc. Many
countries of the world imposed lockdown to fight with deadly COVID-19 such as USA, Italy, Spain, France as well
as India. The implementation of lockdown might have reduced the outbreak of COVID-19 but unfortunately, on
the contrary it also gave a huge raise to a crisis as a negative consequences of lockdown i.e. Domestic Violence
(DV) or violence against women. The global COVID-19 pandemic has left many women trapped at home and
increasingly vulnerable to abuse of physical, sexual, psychological and economic abuse, primarily by husbands
and male partners all over the world. Gender-based violence has long plagued Latin America and has spiked this
year across the region. It can be said a pandemic within the pandemic. Reports states that, Almost 1,200 women
disappeared in Peru between March 11 and June 30, the Ministry of Women reported. In Brazil, 143 women in
12 states were murdered in March and April — a 22% increase over the same period in 2019. Thus, we justify
terming it as a Pandemic into a Pandemic or a Shadow Pandemic.




Wajra O’ Force Empowerment Foundation conducted Four Youth

Dialogues:

We in total conducted Four Youth Dialogues on the topics mentioned above with different Educational
Institutes. All the Youth Dialogues held virtually wherein collectively more than 250 young minds (youth)

including both boys and girls actively participated.

The names of the Institutes with whom we partnered to conduct the Youth Dialogue are under:

Vishwakarma Government Engineering College. (YD Topic: Gender Inequality: Bridging The divide)

R J Tibrewal Commerce College. (YD Topic: Gender Inequality: Bridging The divide)

Silver Oak University. (YD Topic: Shadow Pandemic: Violence Against Women)

Gurukul Mahila Arts & Commerce College, Porbandar. (YD Topic: Gender Inequality: Bridging The divide)
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What questions were asked in these Youth Dialogues?
Well after a detailed study and research on the topics that were selected for the Youth Dialogues, we designed

some very interesting and hard hitting questions that were worth questionable and adaptive to the youth. To

cluster them in terms of Dialogue topics the questions are as follows:

> Gender Inequality: Bridging the Divide:

1. It has been observed that rapid economic growth in Asia and the Pacific has sharply reduced the number of people living
in extreme poverty. Despite this, gender disparities still exists in many strata like girls’ school enrollment and completion
rates, access to health and nutrition services, employment and income opportunities, and participation in decision making
and political institutions. It has also found in a study that the particular region o Asia is losing more than $40 billion per year

as a result of women’s limited access to employment opportunities and due to gender gaps in education.
- So what is the call from the youth to curb or bridge this particular divide?
- What are the steps that should be implemented by the government authorities to reduce the gap?

- What type of participation should the community or society show solidarity towards curbing the gap based on Gender

Inequality?

2. It is essential that Gender equality is pursued for both social and equity considerations, because it will lead towards a
good economic sense. Under-investments in women are likely missed opportunities to correct gender disparities and to
harness or capture the economic and human capital potential of women — that is about, 50% of the country's population.

Having said that,

- What do you think, whether the Investments in women and gender equality will deliver higher growth rates, faster

poverty reduction, and better education and health outcomes for household members, especially children?

- If YES, then please give example. If NO, then please give reason.

3. It is estimated that, more than 100 million people could be lifted out of poverty if women had given the same access to
productive resources as men. In countries, such as India, Indonesia, and Malaysia, the gross domestic product would
increase by up to 2% — 4% annually, if women’s employment rates are raised to 70%, from 30% at present. Alongside there

is a need of special measures, and social protection measures, are necessary to accelerate progress for women.

- Thus, What should be those special measures or social protection measures that are essential to accelerate or up-scale the

progress for women?




- Can the measures like, greater access to resources, goods, money and employment opportunities for women play an

important role to bridge the divide on Inequality based on socio-economic terms?

4. While particularly in India, due to several awareness campaigns and activities like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan and several
other projects, the gender gaps in primary education have been substantially reduced, yet gender parity in secondary

education still remains a challenge.

- Thus, what sort of activities or actions can be inculcated in order to reduce or neglect the gender parity in secondary as

well as higher education?

- What steps or awareness campaigns or activities can be inculcated to educate the parents in order to enroll their children

in secondary and higher education?

5. Women'’s literacy and school completion rates remain low; maternal mortality rates remain high; inheritance laws and
property rights favor men; employment and wage discrimination continue to persist in both public and private sectors; and

social and cultural practices reinforce the lower status of women.
- What best practices can be conducted to literate the women, especially in the rural and slum areas?
- How does the youth can contribute to increase the literacy rates lower the maternal mortality?

- Can the youth of today's world engage into mass awareness campaigns and activities with the use of modern

technologies, as herein we are talking with the students of 21% Century?

6. Only about half the countries in Asia and the Pacific have adopted laws on domestic violence, India is the one amongst
them. Yet there are several cases which we come across everyday relating to dowry, domestic violence, physical abuse,
molestation, rape and so on. Despite being having one of the most powerful and descriptive laws in the constitution of

India. Still there are the victims who are not able to get justice for some or the other reasons.
- How does the youth getting involved in accordance to fight for the victim to get justice?

- Being a youth, what flaws do you find in our constitution that are to be restored and refined?

7. Being into the 21st Century, still we are far behind in terms of Bridging the divide especially relating to Gender Inequality.
The UN Women, ahead of International Women's Day came up with the theme of "Each For Equal". And this is not just a

theme or a sentence to say and then forget.




- But being the youth and young minds of new India, what are the best possible ways through which we can convert the

statement of "Each For Equal" to be a reality?

- As India is emerging towards the new heights of success, how does the youth and nation alongside contribute mutually at

their level best to set an example for the rest of the world of being Each for Equal?

» Shadow Pandemic: Violence Against Women:

1. Recently the outbreak of COVID-19 has been emerged as a global public health crisis and as well as public
health threats. The severely affected countries have adopted a number of preventive measures to combat with
this global public health threats such as lockdown, work from home, social distancing etc. Many countries of the
world imposed lockdown to fight with deadly COVID-19 such as USA, Italy, Spain, France as well as India. India is

termed to be the most populated country that imposed a lock-down.
- Does the violence against women have increased in the pandemic, especially during lockdown period?

2. The implementation of lockdown might have reduced the outbreak of COVID-19 but unfortunately, on the
contrary it also gave a huge raise to a crisis as a negative consequences of lockdown i.e. Domestic Violence (DV)

or violence against women, which we term it as a Pandemic into a Pandemic or a Shadow Pandemic.

- Which are the best practices that should be conducted by all of us to reduce and marginalize the violence

against women?

3. The global COVID-19 pandemic has left many women trapped at home and increasingly vulnerable to abuse of
physical, sexual, psychological and economic abuse, primarily by husbands and male partners all over the world.
Gender-based violence has long plagued Latin America and has spiked this year across the region. It can be said
a pandemic within the pandemic. Reports states that, Almost 1,200 women disappeared in Peru between March
11 and June 30, the Ministry of Women reported. In Brazil, 143 women in 12 states were murdered in March
and April —a 22% increase over the same period in 2019. Every country might have reported drastic increases in

such gender based violence cases.

- What are your views on it whether they're increased during pandemic especially during lockdown period?

4. As the countries of the world continues to grapple with the devastating fallout of the corona virus pandemic
from deaths, job loss, evictions, and several such related issues it has of course given an increase to a surge of

domestic violence. While there are several data reporting by states and localities makes it difficult to propose an
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accurate picture of the prevalence and severity of DV overall especially during this pandemic, available framed
data from regions across the countries indicates that almost every country has reported increases in DV. Media
being indulged for months into the pandemic, they didn't showcased the shadow crisis of DV. However, based
on data from several major researches sharing similarities with the current pandemic, it is almost certain that
women, particularly native women, undocumented immigrant women, as well as LGBTQ people and disabled
people, are continuing to experience higher rates of DV compared with the general population. Keeping that on

records.

- What steps are taken by the government of particular countries to curb and reduce violence against such

victims?

5. Over the years there have been efforts made by several countries focusing on building a network of national,
state, and local programs and services intended to prevent, mitigate, and respond to incidents of DV. This
informal infrastructure made up of elements such as crisis hotlines, shelters, DV programs, and state, local, and
tribal law enforcement has been reinforced by a series of groundbreaking laws. If we take example of the USA, it
has - VAWA (Violence Against Women Act) & VOCA (Victims Of Crime Act) Also there have been several civil

organizations contributing for the same. But apart from that,

- What the countrymen and Fellow citizens of any particular country are contributing or should contribute to

raise voices against violence against women?

6. Apart from dedicated legislative acts and their amendment or re-authorization and ensuring survivor's safety,

health and economic security and creating service programs, such as hotlines and housing programs,

- Which would be the best practices that should be conducted by all of us to reduce and marginalize the

violence against women?

7. On a conclusive note, though discussing such a lengthy and global centric issue of Violence Against Women,

that includes several risk-factors and changing severity of causes and issues based on the region and community,

- Where do you see the results of decreasing or ending violence against women through such awareness
activities and coherently achieve the UN's designated Sustainable Development Goal 5 of gender equality and

empower all women and girls, would reach by 20307?




Views of Youth on following Questions during Dialogues:

During these dialogues, we found that today’s Youth specifically not only the girls but even the boys are more
concerned and responsive towards the issues related to Women, especially — Women Safety, Security and
Empowerment. Apart from that, the youth is pretty much aware about the ill-practices, activities and other such
stuffs like child marriage, dowry, domestic violence, gender disparity etc. that are blindly carried out by the
society in the name of customs, rituals and culture. In addition to it, the Youth knows that all these activities are
a result of so called Orthodoxy and Patriarchal or Male dominant mind-set of the elders residing in the society.
The youth during the dialogues also stated that, although they have some new and great ideas to deal with
these societal issues, they were not able to upfront it because of their elders or family’s ignorance towards
them. Many of them even said that, whenever they used to talk or raise voices against such typical or ill-
practices they were either ignored or were asked to shut their mouth by their family, parents or elders and also
asked to do not interfere in these acts, as their family or elders considered these acts to be there so called
customs, rituals and part of culture. The youth also noted a few examples into which we came to know that
these kinds of ill-practices are not just seen in the uneducated families these were also seen in several educated

families too.

There were a few students who were enthusiasts about these dialogues and had accordingly made the
Presentations showcasing their views on problems, impacts, solutions, advice, outcomes and results. These
students also included the other global trend issues that were assigned by the United Nations for the Youth

Dialogues. The lists of the topics presented by the students in the dialogues are as follows:

Climate Crisis (Problems, Observation and Solutions)
Inequality (Aspects & Solutions)

Impact of Digital Technology

Conflict and Violence in New Era

Health Issues (Investment and Equitable Future)

Conflict Against Women (Violence, Types, Acts and Solutions)




Let us pinpoint some common yet important issues-problems, solutions-advises etc. that were addressed by the

Youth during these four dialogues collectively on both the topics chosen for discussion as mentioned previously.

Common Pinpoint Problems / Issues addressed by the Youth during Dialogues:
There were a several problems or issues stated by the youth to address and have an effective outcome of it

through these dialogues. Some such issues are as follows:

Violence:
a) Domestic Violence. b) Gender Based Violence. c) Violence related to Children. d) Child Labor. e) Physical

Abuse. f) Mental Harassment. g) Cyber Crime and Violence.

Health:
a) Disease Control. b) Drug Control. c) Medical Cost. d) Higher Death Rates. e) Lower Life Expectancy. f) Lack

of Health measures.

Education:

a) Low Educational and Literacy Rates. b) Costly Education. c) Lack of Qualitative Education. d) Lack of Basic

Sex Education at appropriate teenage. e) Lack of Infrastructure in Digital Education.

Climate:

a) Global Warming. b) Drinking or Fresh Water Crisis. c) Air Pollution. d) Deforestation. e) Environmental

Degradation. f) Carbon Emission.

Unemployment:

a) Lack of Employment Opportunities. b) Lower Pay-scale. c) Lower Daily-Wages. d) Lack of Employment

Infrastructure. e) Gender discrimination in Employment.




Common Pinpoint Solutions / Advises given by the Youth during Dialogues:
There were a several solutions or advises given by the youth to address the problem and have an effective

outcome of it through these solutions. Some such solutions are as follows:

1)

5)

Violence:

a) Awareness Campaigns, b) Social Media Usage, c) Societal Involvement and Engagement, d) Street-plays
and shows, e) Conferences, Lectures and Trainings etc. on issues related to Domestic Violence, Cyber Crime
and Threats, Gender Based Violence and Child Labor.

Health:

a) Enhancement in Medical Equipments, b) Cost Effective Medicines, c) Alternatives yet effective and
affordable treatments, d) Higher Health ration, e) Public Awareness Campaigns and Health Tips of better and
Healthy Life, f) Free Medical Aids to certain age-groups and type of diseases.

Education:

a) Awareness Campaigns, b) Cost-Effective Education, c) Qualitative Education, d) To provide Basic Sex
Education at appropriate teenage, e) Build Infrastructure in Digital Education, f) Free Education up till

higher-secondary education, g) Scholarships Schemes.
Climate:

a) To reduce usage of Non-renewable Energy sources, b) To distill ocean water into drinkable water, c) To
reduce Air Pollution by using Eco-friendly resources, d) Forestation and planting more & more trees, e)

Usage of Go-Green Fuel elements like CNG, Bio-Fuels, Electric Vehicles, f) Increasing Solar Power Plants.

Unemployment:

a) To generate adequate Employment Opportunities, b) To increase Pay-scale, c) To increase Daily-Wages, d) To

build Employment Infrastructure, e) To curb Gender discrimination in Employment, f) To form Laws related

Employments.

>

In addition to it, a few of them also suggested that the solutions or Public Awareness especially of those who
consist of Orthodox or Patriarchal Mind-set can be entertained and explained by giving them examples
through Spirituality, i.e. Using Holy-books like - Holy Bible, Bhagwad Gita, Quran Sharif or any such religious

books, so as the mindset of such people can be changed in an effective and non-controversial manner.




Examples Given by Youth on following Questions during Dialogues:
The youth gave several examples during the Dialogues on these topics, some of such examples that were hard-

hitting or important for the society to know and address are mentioned as under:

Example 1: Dowry in Educated & Economically Sound Families:

There were two families who were well educated and economically sound. Marriage between the girl and boy
was fixed among these families. The girl earned about 1.5 Lacs INR monthly, whereas the boy was a pilot by
profession and earned a monthly income of 2.5 Lacs INR. Yet at the time of fixing the marriage the Boy’s family
who was educated and well settled demanded amount of 28.00 Lacs as Dowry, claiming it to be the customs of
their family. On the other hand, despite of being educated the girl’s family agreed to their demand and fixed the

marriage.

This example states that, being educated is not at all enough to stand against any ill-practices or orthodox
thinking. It is essential that the society is made aware about such ill-practices giving suitable and non-

controversial examples, whether they are educated or un-educated at par.

Example 2: Cyber-Bullying:

One of the youth member’s gave an example that a friend of him was been harassed and tortured by a
perpetrator creating fake social media accounts and sending her some inappropriate messages and threatening
for the same. The victim girl was frightened and did not even complaint in the Police regarding it, and as a result
she then deleted all her social media accounts and even changed the residence out of the threat of being cyber-

bullied.

This example states that, the increase | the usage of digital technologies have also raised the cases of Cyber

crime and Cyber Bullying. Also the victims of such abuse do not take any actions against it and rather prefer to

stay silent. Resulting into the increased rates of Cyber threats, Cyber crimes and Cyber bullying.




Example 3: Girls are underrated including to pursuing studies and hobbies:

One of the lady youth members gave an example that she and a friend of her studied together till class 10™. But

unfortunately her friend’s parents withdrew the admission after class 10™ following and believing in the so

called orthodox thinking saying that to study till class 10" is more than enough for a girl child. In addition to it,

that girl was also a master in Arts and Craft, which again was not allowed to her to continue. That resulted into

ruining of a young talent to the society.

This example states that, the orthodox thinking and patriarchal mindset still exists at a vast level and we as a
society need to curb these particular orthodox thinking and patriarchal mindset. This shows that we will have to
work with the government and other stakeholders collectively and try our level best to provide more and more

opportunities to Girls in all terms especially for their education and skill development.

Example 4: Partial Liberty to Working Women as due to safety constrains:

One of the youth members gave an example that, a working woman in their neighborhood was quite a good and
progressive woman in her profession. She because of her hard work and dedication achieved several goals and
success. Also her parents were liberal enough to let her work and fulfill her dreams and become self-
independent. But as the woman’s designation increased time by time, she had to stay back at office for extra
hours; sometimes she had to do night shifts and extra shifts. Seeing this and also observing the safety concerns,
though her parents were liberal enough but still due to safety and security concerns during night shifts or extra
hours her parents asked her to leave the present position and asked her to work for a limited period of time and
that too in day shift. Thus, eventually the woman followed the instructions given by her parents that off course

led her towards a pause to her career’s success and achievements.

This example states that, still there is a need of proper Safety and Security measures for Working Women in
rotational shifts and especially in night shifts. This example also states that there are parents who are kind and
liberal enough to support their girl child in each and every endeavor but they fail to do so, when it comes about
the safety and security concerns of their Girl child. Thus, this showcases that we as society will have to steadfast
and implements some best practices in association with the Police and government departments to safeguard

the citizens especially the women.




Take of Youth on Questions Assigned by the UN in Feedback form:

The collective summarizations of the Youth on the questions assigned by the UN in the feedback form are as

follows:

1. What should the international community prioritize to recover better from the pandemic?

As we know that the world is facing the pandemic and in this time one should prioritize the following actions.
1. We should support the people who are affected more in this situation.

2. Education fees should be decreased.

3. Medicine cost and health charges should be reduced. To make vaccines affordable.

4. To reduce the violence and mental issues, awareness campaign should be organized in school, college and

universities.
5. To provide facilities for employment as many people facing with financial crisis.

6. Digital technologies should be cheaper. Students should provide laptop/devices so that they can learn at

home easily.

7. The priority should be raising the immunity level of the people and keeping the vital parameters of senior

citizens under control with a great emphasis on physical fitness, diet, nutrition and hygiene.

8. Public etiquettes like social distancing, wearing of mask and sanitizing frequently. Proactive measures by the

government in gearing up laboratories for vaccine and reaching to the grass root level regarding data collection.

9. Provision of hospital infrastructure like covid wards, oxygen cylinders and ventilators. Earnest efforts by

municipality regarding identification of probable virus spread through testing.

10. It should recover the domestic violence against women that is taking place in the society. Violence against
women typically means the crimes committed against women of any age, caste, and creed. The crimes can be of
any kind; usually, they include murders, abuse, molestation, rape, and infanticide and mostly, these crimes
result in lifelong trauma or death. And that must be stop in the priority basis. To let the women live free from all

this stuffs. This will help in decreasing the number of criminal cases too.




2. Will people in 2045 be better off than, worse off than, or about the same as today? What explanations did

participants give?

The outcome of the youth in this particular question is mixed up in terms of worsen, better or the same
situation. But, at the end the youth is hopeful that eventually people in 2045 will be better off than today. A few

thoughts are as follows:

1. The world will be better off in 2045 if earnest.
2. Efforts with disciplined implementation of the scheme that are designed by the international community.

3. The climate degeneration can be effectively controlled by following the kyoto protocol by strictly regulating

carbon and green gas emission.

4. Reducing inequality and increasing the opportunities for the downtrodden.

5. Bringing gender parity by changing the social mindset and increasing the participation of women in all field.
6. Making a conflict free world by emphasizing on secular belief.

7. Making the world as a unified one by limiting borders and creating a global village.

8. Human rights should get high priority. "Live and let live" should be the policy of individuals and the nations.

9. The future is better if the government should take the equal action against the violence. still in our nation

domestic violence is not crime they still consider as personal issues.

10. The future is better if solid law against the domestic violence which is yet not implemented in our nation so

that people.

11. The future is better if we avoid doing such act and even the youth should blog on social media to make the
drastic law against every crime that happens every minute with women. If the things are being handled smartly

we will be able to be in better situation as compared to what it is today.




3. What did your group most want to see in the year 2045, when the UN will turn 100?

The group of the Youth where we conducted the Dialogues in the year 2045, when the UN turns 100, wants to

see the changes mentioned as under:

. Equality in terms of gender, wages, rights etc.

. Better and affordable health-care facilities.

. Gap between poor and rich people should minimize.

. Pure air to breath.

. Quality education and employment to all.

. Clean drinking water and adequate treatment and disposal of human excreta and other wastes.
. Human rights enhancement.

. Environmental degradation through deforestation and unbalanced distribution of population in urban and

rural areas should be reduced.

9. Excessive use of technology leading to destruction of nonrenewable resources causing permanent

deterioration in environment and human health should be controlled.

10. Should combat terrorism on war-footing through restrictions on the use of nuclear powers so that global

peace can prevail.

11. In today’s era human being has been very much cruel. We are not thinking about others. It is not about
literacy or illiteracy but it is about the humanity and we think if a human being lean towards spirituality than he
will able to control himself in every manner. Spirituality means to read and understands the sayings of holy
books like Bhagwad Geeta, Quran-E-Sharif, Holy Bible etc. it doesn't mean to follow the so called spirituality.

This will help to implant humanism thinking in all of us that will lead toward peace, harmony and prosperity.

12. The mindset of people especially the Male sector must be changed in terms of Gender Disparities and

Inequalities.




4. What are the main obstacles and challenges that your group thought will most affect this vision?

The main obstacles and challenges that will most affect the vision according to the youth addressed in the

dialogues are as follows:

1. Financial crisis

2. Social insecurities

3. Lack of awareness in mental diseases and Health facilities in villages
4. Lower Literacy rates

5. Violence (Domestic, Physical, Mental, Others)

6. Indiscriminate use of non renewable resources by various countries and power groups without having any

concern about the future generation.

7. Having no concern for human life and irrationally using technology for destruction to fulfill the agenda of

narrow fundamentalists.

8. State sponsored terrorism, Terror funding and using political machinery to suppress the ethical voices of the

people.

9. Orthodoxy.

10. Patriarchy.

11. Negligence of youth and their viewpoints.

12. Blindly following the old and ill-practices in the name of customs, rituals and culture.




5. How can global cooperation — and in particular the UN — better help manage these challenges?

The global cooperation — and in particular the UN — better help manage these challenges in certain ways as

mentioned below:

. Creating, adapting, transferring and sharing knowledge and experiences to improve health
. Optimum use of resources

. Energy conservation and sustainability

. Pure environment

. Sharing the things to the needy people

. Leveraging the social media platforms

. Awareness campaigns with NGO’s and other such stakeholders

. Through frequent discussions with environmentalist and power groups "UN" can impose sanctions on those

countries which use up non renewable resources.

9. Instead of Emphasizing on GDP, GEP (Gross Environment Product) should be the criterion for listing the

countries in the order of development.

10. Punishments and penalty should be made stricter and the offender of one country should be declared as

global offender to curb terrorism.
11. Indiscriminate use of technology should be stopped by more stringent industrial regulations.
12. It should take steps to educate people about sex education to minimize this kind of domestic violence.

13. It should take measures to stop intimate advertisements that are spoiling the minds of the children.




6. What would your group advise the UN Secretary General to do to address these challenges?

Apart from the suggestions for the global cooperation and in particular for the UN to better help manage these
challenges in certain ways as mentioned above, the groups of the Youth have also advised the UN secretary

general to address the challenges and do the needful as listed below:

1. According to the Law "Right to Education", opportunities should be provided to all citizen of the country.
2. Financial help should be provided to educate girl child.

3. Meditation should be included as a subject in undergraduate level which will help for the better mindset helps

to reduce crime.
4. Gap between Poor people and Rich People should be minimized.

5. The group advises the UN Secretary General that it should create an environment where the women don’t
feel ambushed and invisible. Adding to that there should be proper education given to all the pupils throughout
their school life to form a basic understanding. And the judicial system which still has a loop hole should be
fixed. We should illuminate self-worth and self-respect. Enforcement of stricter laws and acceptable educational
policies is one of the ways we can start way start making a difference. After all women are the reason the

mankind exists.

6. The UN should collectively work for the Gender Equality and mindset change of community especially the

male sector in terms of Gender Inequality, GBV, DV, and Disparities etc.




Highlights & Conclusion after the Dialogues:

Through these Youth Dialogues we were able to observe number of insightful thoughts, ideas, views and
expressions of the Youth towards today’s emerging Global Trend Issues. The youth was sensitive enough to
understand and express their views on these current trending issues, the youth was also upfront and proactive
to work upon the issues finding new ideas and solutions to it. We have categorized the Conclusion note of

Dialogues and highlighted them in five different aspects mentioned as under:

1) What we found in the Youth during Dialogues?

2) What prevailing issues Youth Addressed?

3) What are the ideas and solutions Youth gave?

4) What issues is the Youth facing to address and resolve the global trend issues?

5) What we can do collectively to curb or end these global trend issues?

Now that we have categorized the Dialogues Insights, Let us classify these 5 highlighted aspects in brief:

What we found in the Youth during Dialogues:

a conclusive note, what we found among the youth while conducting the dialogues is mentioned as

The Youth of today’s world is more aware and sensitive about the Global Trend Issues like — Climate
Crisis, Inequalities, Conflict and Violence in new Era, Health and Hygiene Issues etc.

The Youth especially the boys are more sensitive towards the Conflicts against Women like Domestic
Violence, Dowry, Gender Based Violence, Mental Harassment and Physical Abuse.

The Youth addresses the problems and issues emerging in the society. Alongside the Youth has
accordingly suggested ideas and possible solutions in reference to these issues.

The Youth is eager enough to curb the stereotypes, orthodoxy, and patriarchal mindsets from its roots.




What prevailing issues Youth Addressed?

On a conclusive note, the prevailing issues that were addressed by the youth while conducting the dialogues

are mentioned as under:

— The Youth stated that Climate Crisis, Inequalities, Conflict and Violence in new Era, Health and Hygiene
Issues, Violence against women etc. are the prevailing global trend issues.
— In reference to the Violence against women the problems like Domestic Violence, Dowry, Gender Based

Violence, Mental Harassment and Physical Abuse are most hazardous.

The Youth apart from that also highlighted these prevailing issues mentioning their sub-aspects as under:

Violence: a) Domestic Violence. b) Gender Based Violence. c) Violence related to Children. d) Child
Labor. e) Physical Abuse. f) Mental Harassment. g) Cyber Crime and Violence.

Health: Disease Control. b) Drug Control. c) Medical Cost. d) Higher Death Rates. e) Lower Life
Expectancy. f) Lack of Health measures.

Education: a) Low Educational and Literacy Rates. b) Costly Education. c) Lack of Qualitative Education.
d) Lack of Basic Sex Education at appropriate teenage. e) Lack of Infrastructure in Digital Education.
Climate: a) Global Warming. b) Drinking or Fresh Water Crisis. c) Air Pollution. d) Deforestation. e)
Environmental Degradation. f) Carbon Emission.

Unemployment: a) Lack of Employment Opportunities. b) Lower Pay-scale. c) Lower Daily-Wages. d) Lack

of Employment Infrastructure. e) Gender discrimination in Employment.




What are the ideas and solutions Youth gave?

On a conclusive note, the ideas and solutions given by the youth while conducting the dialogues are

mentioned as under:

Violence: a) Awareness Campaigns, b) Social Media Usage, c) Societal Involvement and Engagement, d)
Street-plays and shows, e) Conferences, Lectures and Trainings etc. on issues related to Domestic
Violence, Cyber Crime and Threats, Gender Based Violence and Child Labor.

Health: a) Enhancement in Medical Equipments, b) Cost Effective Medicines, c) Alternatives yet effective
and affordable treatments, d) Higher Health ration, e) Public Awareness Campaigns and Health Tips of
better and Healthy Life, f) Free Medical Aids to certain age-groups and type of diseases.

Education: a) Awareness Campaigns, b) Cost-Effective Education, c) Qualitative Education, d) To provide
Basic Sex Education at appropriate teenage, e) Build Infrastructure in Digital Education, f) Free Education
up till higher-secondary education, g) Scholarships Schemes.

Climate: a) To reduce usage of Non-renewable Energy sources, b) To distill ocean water into drinkable
water, c) To reduce Air Pollution by using Eco-friendly resources, d) Forestation and planting more &
more trees, e) Usage of Go-Green Fuel elements like CNG, Bio-Fuels, Electric Vehicles, f) Increasing Solar
Power Plants.

Unemployment: a) To generate adequate Employment Opportunities, b) To increase Pay-scale, c) To
increase Daily-Wages, d) To build Employment Infrastructure, e) To curb Gender discrimination in

Employment, f) To form Laws related Employments.

In addition to it, the youth also suggested that, particularly for the countries like India, where there are people
of diverse religions, faiths and beliefs - the Public Awareness or solutions to stereotypes or orthodoxy, especially
of those who consist of Patriarchal Mind-set can be entertained and explained by giving them examples through
Spirituality, i.e. Using Holy-books like - Holy Bible, Bhagwad Gita, Quran Sharif or any such religious books, so as

the mindset of such people can be changed in an effective and non-controversial manner.




What issues is the Youth facing to address and resolve the global trend issues?

Addressing the global trend issues the youth had intellectually discussed the problems, impacts, its possible
solutions and outcomes. Apart from that, there were a few students who were enthusiasts about these
dialogues and had accordingly made the Presentations showcasing their views on problems, impacts,
solutions, advice, outcomes and results. The topics presented by the students in the dialogues were: Climate
Crisis (Problems, Observation and Solutions), Inequality (Aspects & Solutions), Impact of Digital Technology,
Conflict and Violence in New Era, Health Issues (Investment and Equitable Future), Conflict Against Women

(Violence, Types, Acts and Solutions)

On a conclusive note during the dialogues, the youth also stated the problems that were faced by them
individually or as a whole while addressing and trying to resolve these global trend issues. Some of such

problems are highlighted as under:

Youth has no platform to raise their voices.

Youth has no power or audible stage to express their views and concerns.

Youth is marginalized by other stakeholders.

Youth is ignored by the society, especially the elder generation.

Youth has no direct access to address the issues and speak-out or share their views and ideas with the
authorities or departments of governments.

Youth is suppressed by the elder generation people in each and every aspect.

E.g. - The youth wants to curb the stereotypes of Dowry, DV, and GBV but they’re been ignored or
stopped by their elders saying that these things are in their cultures and customs, and those has to be
followed blindly.

Youth finds a lack between the ideology and understanding between them and their elder generation.
E.g. - Youth also wants to aware the society especially the elder generation about the unlawful or

orthodox customs etc.




What we can do collectively to curb or end these global trend issues?

It is essential for all the stakeholders to address and discuss as well as find the best possible solutions to these
issues like

Climate Crisis, Inequality, Impact of Digital Technology, Conflict and Violence in New Era, Health Issues, Conflict
against Women and other such related issues that affects each and every human being globally. Thus, hereby we
can highlight the following points that can be entertained collectively to curb or end the global trend issues. We

have divided these points into three different categories:

Role and responsibility of NGO’s & Community. (To curb the global trend issues and build sustainable
development goals)
Role and responsibility of the United Nations. (To curb the global trend issues and build sustainable
development goals)
Role and responsibility of Governments. (To curb the global trend issues and build sustainable

development goals)

Role and responsibility of NGO’s & Community.
(To curb the global trend issues and build sustainable development goals)

— All the stakeholders like the UN, Governments, NGO’s, Civil Society Organizations, NPQ'’s, Social Activists,
Social Workers, Youth Activists, Social Influencers, Community representatives will have to support and work
altogether at their personal capacity as well as will have to boost some collective efforts in order to curb or
end these global trend issues.

— The NGO’s, Civil Society Organizations, Social workers, Social Influencers and Community representatives
will have to work as a catalyst among the people at ground level or youth and the government authorities to
bridge the divide among these two stakeholders particularly, in order to curb or end these global trend
issues.

Youths are powerful change agents with gigantic potential to bring about the positive changes in society.
Many NGOs prefer working with them and for them to achieve greater impact at grassroots levels as they
are expected to become future leaders spearheading sustainable development processes. As the

involvement of today’s youths is mandatory in order to achieve Sustainable Development Goals.




— Creating, Adapting, Transferring and Sharing knowledge and experiences of one another can be the great
mobilize to end or curb the global trend issues.
The stakeholders like Civil Society Organizations, NPQO's, NGO's are considered to have kind of smaller
bureaucratic apparatus than governments, with more efficient decision-making processes and ability to
adapt relatively quickly to changing situations through strategic alliances with transparency. Expectedly it
attributes and allows them to play multiple roles in society, such as providing alternative forms of leadership
to governments and becoming catalysts with triggering effects and mobilizes and opinion makers in society.

Thus, it is essential that such organizations are acknowledge and recognized.

NGOs constitute an essential part of civil society and they have the potential to play key roles in resolving
conflicts and restoring civil society. NGOs can support to form well knit local infrastructures or peace
constituencies comprising of people from different sectors of civil society whose aim is to attain sustainable
peace and whose activities are based on long term commitment. More investments in NGOs can increase
resources for capacity building activities at different levels. It involves the training of its own staff,
identifying indigenous partners, local leaders and so on. They can act as mediators to bring consensus
among different conflicting groups with the help of local peace constituencies.

NGOs can even mobilize local resources in order to empower the people and enroll new participants into

their activities, especially women who have often been kept passive in the peace process.

The five dimensions onto which NGO's can work effectively for sustainable community development are as
follows:

1. Increasing local economic diversity. 2. Self reliance: development of local markets, local production, local
processing, greater co-operation among local economic entities. 3. Reduction in the use of energy combined
with recycling and management of waste products. 4. Protection and enhancement of biological diversity

and stewardship of natural resources. 5. Commitment of sustainable communities to social justice.




Role and responsibility of the United Nations.

(To curb the global trend issues and build sustainable development goals)

— Society, Governments and international bodies should develop mechanisms to allow non-governmental
organizations to play their partnership role responsibly and effectively in the process of environmentally
sound and sustainable development.

With a view to strengthening the role of non-governmental organizations as social partners, the United
Nations system and Governments should initiate a process, in consultation with non-governmental
organizations, to review formal procedures and mechanisms for the involvement of these organizations at
all levels from policymaking and decision-making to implementation.

By the year 2025, mutually productive dialogues should be established at the national and international
levels between all Governments, Youths and non-governmental organizations and their self-organized
networks as well as the UN to recognize and strengthen their respective roles in implementing
environmentally sound and sustainable development.

— The United Nations system, including international finance and development agencies, and all
intergovernmental organizations and forums should, in consultation with non-governmental organizations,
take measures to:

a. Review and report on ways of enhancing existing procedures and mechanisms by which youths or non-
governmental organizations contribute to policy design, decision making, implementation and evaluation at

the individual agency level, in interagency discussions and in United Nations conferences;

b. On the basis of subparagraph (a) above, enhance existing or, where they do not exist, establish,

mechanisms and procedures within each agency to draw on the expertise and views of youths and non-
governmental organizations in policy and programme design, implementation and evaluation;

c. Review levels of financial and administrative support for non-governmental organizations and the extent
and effectiveness of their involvement in project and programme implementation, with a view to
augmenting their role as social partners;

d. Design open and effective means of achieving the participation of youths and nongovernmental
organizations in the processes established to review and evaluate the implementation programs and
activities at all levels;

e. Promote and allow youths as well as non-governmental organizations and their self-organized networks
to contribute to the review and evaluation of policies and designed programmes, including support for

developing country non-governmental organizations and their self-organized networks;




f. Take into account the findings of youths and non-governmental review systems and evaluation processes
in relevant reports of the Secretary-General to the General Assembly, and of all pertinent United Nations
organizations and other intergovernmental organizations and forums concerning implementation of
different sustainable development goals, in accordance with the review process for the same;

g. Provide access for youths and non-governmental organizations to accurate and timely data and
information to promote the effectiveness of their programmes and activities and their roles in support of

sustainable development.

Role and responsibility of the Governments.

(To curb the global trend issues and build sustainable development goals)

— The Governments should take measures to:
a. Establish or enhance an existing dialogues with youths, non-governmental organizations and their self-
organized networks representing various sectors, which could serve to: (i) consider the rights and
responsibilities of these organizations and youths; (ii) efficiently channel integrated youths and non-
governmental inputs to the governmental policy development process; and (iii) facilitate youths and non-
governmental coordination in implementing national policies at the programme level;
b. Encourage and enable partnership and dialogues between local non-governmental organizations, youths
and local authorities in activities aimed at sustainable development;
c. Involve youths and non-governmental organizations in national mechanisms or procedures established to
carry out sustainable development goals, making the best use of their particular capacities, especially in the
fields of education, poverty alleviation and environmental protection and rehabilitation;
d. Take into account the findings of youths and non-governmental monitoring and review mechanisms in the
design and evaluation of policies concerning the implementation of sustainable development goals at all
levels;
e. Review government education systems to identify ways to include and expand the involvement of non-
governmental organizations and especially youths in the field of formal and informal education and of public

awareness;

f. Make available and accessible to youth and non-governmental organizations the data and information

necessary for their effective contribution to research and to the design, implementation and evaluation of

programmes.




Apart from the aspects mentioned above, there are two more points that are to be addressed and
implemented accordingly in favor of youths and NGOs in order to curb or end the global trend issues and
gain success towards SDG.

The organizations of the United Nations system and other intergovernmental organizations and forums,
bilateral programmes and the private sector, as appropriate, will need to provide increased financial and
administrative support for Youths, nongovernmental organizations and their self-organized networks, in
particular those based in developing countries, that contribute to the monitoring and evaluation of SDGs
programmes, and provide training for youths and non-governmental organizations (and assist them to
develop their own training programmes) at the international and regional levels to enhance their

partnership role in programme design and implementation.

Governments will need to promulgate or strengthen, subject to country-specific conditions, any legislative

measures necessary to enable the establishment by youths or nongovernmental organizations of
consultative groups, and to ensure the right of these youths and non-governmental organizations to protect

the public interest through legal action.

Thus, we can conclude the documentation of dialogue, that with active implementation above mentioned all
aspects and solutions to the global trend issues we can eventually curb or rather end these Global Trend Issues

and step towards the Sustainable Development Goals.
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1.1t has been observed that rapid economic growth in Asia and the Pacific has sharply reduced the
number of people living in extreme poverty. Despite this, gender disparities stil exists in many
strata like girls’ school enroliment and completion rates, access to health and nutrition services,
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